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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 15, 16, 28, 31 and 34 have been rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §102 (b) as being anticipated by Papen, Johnson or Patel. 
Claims 1, 15, 16, 28, 31 and 34 have also been rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §102 (e) as being anticipated by Brock. 

With respect to Papen (U.S. 5,379,310), this reference does 
not disclose or suggest a filter. The present claims recite a 
disperser that disperses the input signal that is modulated by a 
modulator. Papen references the use of modulators 24a-24n, 
however, they are used to adjust lasers 12a- 12n. The modulators of 
Papen do not modulate beams after the grating 16. This is contrary 
to the presently claimed structure which modulates the optically 
dispersed signal. 

Johnson (U.S. 5,493,426) fails to disclose a dispersing 
element or a combining element. Johnson relates to a liquid 
crystal light modulator. Johnson fails to disclose or suggest the 
use of such a modulator with a dispenser and a combiner to provide 
the claimed structure or method. 

Patel (U.S. 5,414,540) and Brock (U.S. 5,870,216) relate to 
an optical switch, not an optical filter. Applicants have 
incorporated limitations of Claim 3 into independent claims 1, 15, 
15, 28, 31 and 33 thereby obviating the rejection thereof. Claim 
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34 incorporates the limitation of Claim 4 relating to linearity. 
Reconsideration of the claims is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned 
attorney to discuss any matter that would expedite allowance of 
the present application. 



Respectfully submitted, 
JERRY C. CHEN 
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